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should unquestionably be defined and centralized On the
other hand, the department's work touches other branches of
the city's administrative service so frequently and at so
many points that it cannot be done very well without their
systematic cooperation.

The work of the sanitary authorities is closely related;
for example,, to that performed in all large cities by the Relations
health department. Between these two branches of xnunic- health de-
ipal administration there ought to be a certain loose artic-
ulation at least; but just how this can best be effected will
depend upon the methods of organizing the two branches of
administration. There was a time., Indeed, when the func-
tion of supervising the removal of waste was in many
cities intrusted entirely to the local health officers. This
arrangement, however, was rarely satisfactory, for public
sanitation, as has been pointed out, is not merely a health
affair. The work of the health department, moreover,, is
largely preventive and supervisory ; that of the sanitary
authorities is positive and requires supervision. The collec-
tion and disposal of ashes and rubbish, for instance, are chiefly
matters of .public convenience, engineering problems rather
than enterprises of health protection. In large municipali-
ties,, therefore, this service has rightly been turned over to
special sanitary officials. Another point at which, the two
departments frequently come into contact has to do with
the abatement of nuisances. Things that menace the pub-
lic health are nuisances, and the common law has always
provided authority for removing them, vesting this power
usually in the health officers of the municipality. Without
the codperation of the sanitary officials, however, the work
of the health authorities is likely to be greatly impaired.
Although one department thus depends a good deal upon
the other, their respective fields of work can nevertheless
be clearly separated. The health department has charge of
such matters as the collection and classification of vital
statistics, the inspection of food and milk supplies, the pre-